The Spirit of the Lord is upon me
MONDAY AUGUST 31 (Lk 4,16-30)

It is said of Jesus in the Gospel according to John that he will give the Spirit without measure to those who believe in him: “The one who comes from above is above all. The one who is of the earth is earthly and speaks of earthly things. But the one who comes from heaven [is above all]. He testifies to what he has seen and heard, but no one accepts his testimony. Whoever does accept his testimony certifies that God is trustworthy. For the one whom God sent speaks the words of God. He does not ration his gift of the Spirit. The Father loves the Son and has given everything over to him. Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever disobeys the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God remains upon him.” (Jn 3,31-36). If Jesus gives the Spirit without measure it is because he received It without measure. The Father poured it all out on Him, also pouring out all of Himself. Jesus lives in the bosom of the Spirit and in the boson of the Father. In Him there is the whole truth of the Father and the power of the Spirit.
The Messiah of the Lord is already announced full, full of the Holy Spirit: “But a shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse, and from his roots a bud shall blossom. The spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him: a spirit of wisdom and of understanding, A spirit of counsel and of strength, a spirit of knowledge and of fear of the LORD, and his delight shall be the fear of the LORD. Not by appearance shall he judge, nor by hearsay shall he decide, but he shall judge the poor with justice, and decide fairly for the land’s afflicted. He shall strike the ruthless with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall slay the wicked. Justice shall be the band around his waist, and faithfulness a belt upon his hips.” (Is 11,1-5). That Jesus is full of the Spirit of the Lord is attested by his wisdom, with which he dialogues with the citizens of Nazareth. With subtle intelligence he shifts the discourse from his being Messiah to his being true prophet of God. The prophet of God is recognized true for the Word he uttered which is always fulfilled. The prophet is not for miracles, but for the Word. That everything is in the Father is revealed by the crowd that splits in two, just as the Red Sea has split in two. He passes in the middle and goes on his way. Their murderous intent breaks against the Father’s cliff. 

At that time, Jesus came to Nazareth, where he had grown up, and went according to his custom into the synagogue on the sabbath day. He stood up to read and was handed a scroll of the prophet Isaiah. He unrolled the scroll and found the passage where it was written: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord.” Rolling up the scroll, he handed it back to the attendant and sat down, and the eyes of all in the synagogue looked intently at him. He said to them, “Today this scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing.” And all spoke highly of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth. They also asked, “Isn’t this the son of Joseph?” He said to them, “Surely you will quote me this proverb, ‘Physician, cure yourself,’ and say, ‘Do here in your native place the things that we heard were done in Capernaum.’” And he said, “Amen, I say to you, no prophet is accepted in his own native place. Indeed, I tell you, there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah when the sky was closed for three and a half years and a severe famine spread over the entire land. It was to none of these that Elijah was sent, but only to a widow in Zarephath in the land of Sidon. Again, there were many lepers in Israel during the time of Elisha the prophet; yet not one of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian.” When the people in the synagogue heard this, they were all filled with fury. They rose up, drove him out of the town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their town had been built, to hurl him down headlong. But he passed through the midst of them and went away.

Whoever wants to live his mission and vocation according to full obedience, must be the body of Christ, full of his grace, and must dwell in the bosom of the love of the Father and in the bosom of the wisdom of the Holy Spirit. Every vocation and mission draws ever new life and life from the mystery of the Blessed Trinity, which is today the mystery of the Incarnate Word. Who is not planted in the mystery of the Trinity, through the mystery of the Incarnate Word, lives the vocation and the mission that come from the heart of man, never from the heart of the Father. It is the vocation and the mission that does not produce any fruit of supernatural salvation. Without supernatural salvation every true mercy dies.
Mother of God, Angels and Saints, make us missionaries of the true salvation in Christ and in the Holy Spirit.
